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ABSTRACT

The present research paper aims to undertake a historical analysis of the social and economic
transformations that took place in the silk industry of Bhagalpur and its associated weaving community
during the colonial period. The silk-weaving tradition of Bhagalpur predates British rule, and tussar silk,
traditional handloom techniques, and family-based labour arrangements played a significant role in its
development. Following the Battle of Buxar in 1764 and the acquisition of Diwani rights by the East India
Company in 1765, the Company's influence over the economic structure of Bihar and Bengal increased.
Silk became one of the major commercial interests of the Company, and colonial intervention in production,
reeling, quality control, and trade intensified.

The study is primarily based on a historical-analytical methodology and draws upon colonial administrative
records, district gazetteers, industrial surveys, census documents, and secondary academic literature. The
study reveals that the colonial commercial system increased the market dependence of weavers and
strengthened the role of intermediaries, thereby affecting their economic autonomy. Production costs, the
availability of raw materials, market demand, and competition from European industries influenced the
income and employment of weavers. These developments also affected family-based labour arrangements,
the role of women, and traditional occupational identities.
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However, the study also demonstrates that the silk industry of Bhagalpur did not disappear entirely during
the colonial period. Local weavers sustained the industry through traditional skills, distinctive tussar silk,
family labour, and technological and market-oriented adaptations. Therefore, the colonial history of the
silk industry of Bhagalpur is better understood as a complex process of economic restructuring, social
pressures, adaptation, and continuity rather than one of complete destruction.

Keywords: Bhagalpur Silk Industry; Silk Weaver Community; British Colonial Policies; Tussar Silk;
Colonial Economy,; Handloom Industry; Weaver Community, Industrial Decline,; Craftsmanship.

ARTI (Abstract)

TR XNY-TF DT ST TS BT & UFTAGR o IH ST TUT I IS B T
o gU Ao Td 3 ufkadHt o1 CiagTRie fa=ayor =1 § | HITAGR $1 XM FH15 W] fofe™r
U I Y4 DI g 3R TR WM, TRURS SIHdT b1 adT URAR-ATURT 47 TR 3 3qH
fqeT & He@yul YHHT IR | 1764 & TR & 31R 1765 T S 8181 HUAT Bl alaMT SfIBR U
811 & 91 fS8R Ud &d & 31ffe saawu1 § U1 &1 UHTd F6T| XM HU-T o T arforfoads gl
T TNy g au Iare, i, Turadr fAg=u oIk SR # SfiufafRies gxday seTl Seqa T
U RTRI-fazavuners gfa R snutd § aur sa¥ siufafie urmafes sifier, form Teifewr,
SN Td&ron, ST Saith gt auT fgdiads sidbTe it g &1 SUanT faan T g | 1eae
J Wy g1 ¢ fh hufafie samiies soawit 3 §HaR! & SoR-FHRar 9g18 iR Herdl &t YffresT
DI AoIgd o, e aRumRaey 39! s1ffe TRt THIfad g5 | Sdle anTd, e HId Bt
ST/, TR B T T4T GRIGRT SIS Uil 5 §AdHRI &1 3 3R ASHIR & JTiad faba|
HT YHTT IRAR-STTRA 1 aw, Afgarsit &t YA 3R IRIR® U= ggaH | off Tl
gTalap, g ag o I & fb UITAQR 1 XM IR Uil &1a & UL aRg THT 18] gaf|
R g1 7 TRURS Hiera, ARy aaR Y9, uiaiRe o1 9yt et Ud SoR-3%ed &
TTEOH W IYNT B FARART 918 Tt | 31 HITAQR & IR IR &1 3HIufafRre 3faer gof faqmrr &
oI e TR, TrTfoie gald, 3G IR Aol & Sifed Ufshar & =0 & T ST
31feep IuYerd & |

rfTaRT, §XAHRHT IUNT, TAHR YHa, NfTe 3ra=e, fRre.

2. U1t

YR ! TRURS rfeawil § gwiied Ud a¥d AN &I Sidd Hedqul ®IF 81 8| 3%
AT FHad SAd ST &I axgsll & IdTe db GHd gt U, Sfew I8 RIF rfcqaw, oH-
fHTST, MU Feads TUT fR&AAT Td STRRPI STSRT  JS! AT 3HTfeh qaRIT b1 g
7| fORIY =0 J YW U I Yo 3R MUEIHd HH AT & HRU YRS A TUR B
Tgayul a¥gefl § A oI YW IdTe- Ud YRS & UG Y7 $1 a=adhdl sl o, o
IATCH TG, AT TUT I DI ST AT Ured g 47| fore=T & RM-Pie ured & fog e
Uipfae gRFRUfaal @1 WEaar & HRU fofexr /W 3TN T M i dest Y W MR o,
o S & T WM # fafesr i fdadl &1 B &1 96/ (Hutkova, 2019) | Tdf HRA &
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A 3R fI8R 9 TS WM IATE Ud IR JTRIT & Ageayuf & &, f57 YA faviw & u
T TR M R I Tl BT GATS & Q7T ST 971l X867 8 1 HFTAYR BT - IR foifesy e &
&=t amaiie Tue! o off | iR ger gffiees & Tdero quT s1e & Siufafe vemafe ud
3NN TS H HRTAQR &1 HY, I, MR 3R RIFHG IdTe Tfafafial &1 Icerd firerdr 8
(Buchanan-Hamilton, 1833) | YR8 I&NTT & XXA-HIC UTTH, DHigp-T SdTaH, YW T, ar FHfo,
TTE, g1, ¥ fAufr 3R fauue SRft sme nfafaftrr aftifea ff, S a8 writ srferawr &
TG AR HT YR 71 URAR T ITG HTRIT Bt Agaqul IHT8 o7 3R T & 1Y
Afgarsil auT uRaR & o1 gawl ot fafire Sae ufsharsti  wriiaRt gt | sfeRedl =dTsd]
F A T 1757 & @RI TG 3R 1764 & TRR G & §1G 53¢ S(STT HU! B Aol fad ST
Td f9gR & Aolgd g8 a7 1765 H ClaM! SR Ukl &3+ & §I¢ $HU-T & JoRd, URINHS Td
ATIIRE THTG 3R faId 3| Hutkova (2019) & SFTHR, HU-T Bt foxiia srawadmdrs oR fafewr
IIOIR & forT e Y Bt /RT3 STTe o X H ST B DY ST | U= A I B Had ATIiRE
I & TUH a1 o, Fiew Iadted, AT, Tiamor 3R uras o # off gead foar aur g
Y- THID! BT AN HRA BT TN [hdT | TH Th-1D! ALY BT I | BT 0rad 3R
I &HAT B! (e TR Bt HTIRIHATSN & SET T o, fb RAFT SATGH! D1 Ufciforan
It onfdfes uRfRufal ofR fEal & uwifad g8 (Hutkova, 2019) | TRUMHRGET HRTAYR Jfed SRH
IATEH &3 B! RIFN IdTe AT IS ARG RS e J 9IS Ts; 399 S6IR BT
fOaR gan, g Hul, SR, Toie 3R Tt o YHwT a6 ¥ IdTeH! B! a6k d% Ugd, Jed-
v aiR snfifes Tamamrar +f wufad g3 | fid Uoht aral I & forg Iare ud fauom § gegi
R R §¢, orad RO I6IR &1 foR Wa: sifdfe wqfe & uivafda =&t gan|

3t Yed d YR uRuR® I & SRS Sfaad B 969 YNTAYR & SXH SN B
A & fort faRiy =0 § Ayl g1 9ird 3 | e 91T 9 I8 URon YTl 381 fob fafesr shufafies
Hifcrat qur A=iA-fAfHa fafew gl @t ufawuyl 3 YR galRied 3T & A0S $0 § FHSR
fora, fobq ST & XM I IR IUTs MY T Tieha 1 S Sifed 3R Hiid U & Ud ol
81 Ray (2005) = STTd & YW I & NUFARIG 308N H1 GAHIHT B U marketability,
technology, organisation, employment opportunities 3R capital structure Y fafts BRI BT
T fra 3R g Ward o for IahT & Wy fRTde IHadt 2raredt & aTe & =Ron & 3ifies fars
ot B 1 3T HFTTGR & XMW I DI dhad “fafewr M & SR Y g3 IR AT Wi
w0 § g gt grT; gkt iR, SiufaRie amiie Hifqal oiR snfies qaral & Iuem o= +ft
I TYe™ & §U IRAidd URadH! &I THe- J ST gl IAdl Jdisal | RO i
I & [IR SR TRAFGRO 7 YR gXdaddl ST W Ufaeauidd GaTd demrl, Ao =M
o1 I Tura, fAfiy feomga ok faviy SoiRl & gwaf~fifa awdl @) 1t & Sror Iy I o fRufa
It ot I ¥ T aRE THH el At (Hutkova, 2019) | 3hufalies enfifes ufkad &1 THTd ga)
DI 3T, ASAIR, GRAR BI SHfIepT 3R o-fauer ae faxgd gan afkensit grT fhw oF o &3
IdTe-Taeh B Siiu=nlRes i sifes! § Tdd 49 & ®U § aof el 8id &, b +ft 3 3zm
I B AT Uishdl & Al STIRTH U | T YHR HITAGR & IXH SN BT 37T had Jou
TR 1 TP (T & FU & 7gl, Jfcsh g0l SRR URAR &1 QrTioren -3iies WRem1 & e
& =U ¥ foran ST 3mawaes 71 1Y €, R g1 &1 dad Hufafe Hifeat o sy fRier
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AT o I T g1 36 U Ret-aR-We fasRia daia! i, fEsea I iR IdTeH
3HT T, T I8 Iead SR 31R db-itert IR & e § TeradI UeH &t | 3fd: HITAqR
F W IR o1 Mol sfagr shufafie e fFas, seR-fFaRar, de-ite! ufawet
3R 3Nffer Ta1d & TTY-TIY RIFG SR, TIRARS 4, IToR-3ATHe 3R IR FRaRar &1
Tgad Uichd & =0 F <1 oA A1fgd | St UfasiRie de & URqd [NU-UF 1764 ¥ 1947 & T
ITAQR & I - J4&r W fafewr siufrafe Hifedt & ammfie ud snfiie gura &1 fazewm
FRAT § 3R IR U § GBI DI 311, AR, ITE Yad, IR d% Ugd, e g,
URURS URINTG g a1 arTiore R & ST uRad=i & 1Y-91Y gaad! da-id! Ud deiR
uRkfRufa & ufd 3% SFHa &1 3T Hdl 5

3. YT & ILXY T4 IMY-TSd
3.1 T & I

TR 37e09 1 H I SNUMHARIG T & GRIM HRTAYR & -0 FAHR TH& & gU
qrAToTe, 3M1ffer Ud O=mTd aRkad-! &1 fagiiid fa=es ol &A1 § | HITAYR &1 XM 39N had Th
RIFIY HER IENT g1 oI, dfeeh IdTed, 94, TRAR® 3Meiifde], AUR, SER dUT IRARS fRied-
I F JSI IS M Td qraTfords i &1 e oT| 3t s dey &1 &9 # T@d gu
g ¥ Fufeied IR v Sexd RyiRd fy My g—

1. YNTAQR & M I $I UfaeiRre Ul 16 Siufafie $ra & gu uRad= &1 sieqa-
H, forad fafew amm @ qd ST &1 Uspfd, Sdre wome, URURS fRIed-SHivra qul
R U9 &g siforae & S9! YS! & AY-T1Y H9FHaRE IRHE & gRHE 396
e o1 faxawor 2y B |

2. fafewr sufafde somaies wd snffe Hifaal & UrRTaqR & Y9 I 3R TSR WR UHTT
BT faevor FH31, faRIY =0 I S Sfear Hu-t & =W Haeh Mfafafidl, Idred vd fauom
AT, NI TR T, R 1 Y¥ehT, deb-itep! gaard aut fafewr ahenfies faa
& dey H|

3. R B I B! oS Td M R F oy uRkad=i &1 st o, o
FIBR] B 3T, ISR, 31 W], e 11 Td dToiR ddb Ug d, Hed-FuiRon, oiare
o, Afgarsit Bt YfHenT, fehTd URINTd gRaiaRul, ATl TSt 9T ddbicdd SMSiifadst &I
3R et FRar &1 fadiy =u 3 2nfiye fasar man g

4. 3NUfARIE gamal & o §HR U &1 S Ud iRdd-uFIat auT I IR S
FRARdT &1 Yo &1, dlfes a8 Fuffed forar S 9 & seadt dae-ie!, SoiR U4 o
uRkfRufa & st R §R1 3 URUR® HiXd, TiRae 41, Idre fafadia?ur, aa-itat
3HT 3R U IR Taelf & [1eqq F 3T 3rofifaest Td fRIey- 1wt &) {6y UeR §41e
T T I H T uRac &1 ot fa=m=1, e sraa= ar sififes geiRa ud fARard &
I g =0 o 31t Iugad &1 F TH S 9ahdl 7 |
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3.2 MY-Ugfa

TRGA ST goa: fugiie-faxavuners iy ugfa | sneifd g1 siemae & [unes
ERHIT ST BU SHIUFARIT HTat & IJuetsd eI idl BT e TS Ud ARATHS g
oo 7T B 1 MY BT IRT Had UdGIRIG Tersit BT g oA 81 &, Sfewp fafewr siufafde
Fifcrat, YR IR BT IATG YT AU B TG o AraThores-3idies fRufa & ofa wifud el
DI JHSAT &1 T & forg vnfies ud fgdiass SFf R & Al &1 SuanT far man g1 urufiie
At o siufafle vemate R, frar meifeaR, S Rad, sienfie ud onfdfe gdemr,
AR R TUT 3 2f$an FHo-t T Yaiferd gxaras wnfire fare T4 & | iRk g g &
RIS ST FdTed! & fFarur 39 s & fo faRiy ® 0 § Heayuf §, Fife 378 HITaqR Ifga
ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁﬁ-ﬁ[ REIK: 3nffes mfafaferat ﬁ?aﬁnmﬁmﬁmﬁw% (Buchanan-Hamilton,
1833)| 3 UHR SNUMARIE HId DI e KA 1M IdTed, TS, HX°], BRIRT R TR
IR Y e UfRRie STHHR Suas HRI & |

feditae Aidl 7 SfageRI ud sideniad gRT fakad eaew!, MY-=l, sfbTe i sHal adl
IIfafRes YR srfegawT SR Y= I WR T 7MY Seyfes feaml o1 IuaNT foham T g |
a9y =0 T Hutkova (2019) BT 3ETT 3 S1STT HUAT P ST IH IH, B! 8T, IATG
IR 3R AR fal B! grHg H IUTRTt 81 3T UHR Ray (2005) GRT ST & -H I &
NH HTTI B 969 B TIHHIH 39 AL & Yiiad Ud [IRAVUTEHS SMUYR B Holgd
FRAT &

3T H IuaTl Tidl bt Trd-wter ot &1 718 31 3iufalie vemafe Sdl § vedd stide!
3R faavull &1 R T F T H WHR FRA & ToT 3% TS Td 3iufafie de ot e
T TG U 3T e+ a1 T | SUHT I T8 YA HR1 ¢ fob FdhI b1 FRUf 1 sz
Had SNUARIS SIBIRAT & P T T TP RIFY IUTGH HaRIT 3R SRR JHEH B!
Y1 &1t e o @R o e |

AT H U At &1 FHITIh e, Ja-ide Ud SIRAHd [avawur fsar Tt gl
DHIATIHHD [T & ATEH ¥ 1764 & F1G HUAT & oD Td 3Md guTa & Ao 1947 H
3NafYafRre W Pt HIE 9 §T URad-l o JHgM &1 YA far a1 § | ga-iéis fazaw &
3fRTd MUfaRe WA & IR 3R &8 & TRl H 1M I &1 fRUf, ST a1 adT §HR
e &1 e U & Sme uRadHi &1 o &1 718 ¢ | AT [a=elyur o H1eqd ¥ 3 Rt
& UIe BRI AR, dh-1a1, 3N T TS HR®! Sl THSH $T YA a1 g1 31w
& HTA-8F 1764 F 1947 FuiRa foar w1 g1 I 1764 ST SHfoT URMYS fig AFT a1 © Fifds
IRR & & d1¢ [98R Td §7d H S f$q1 S &1 Iorifde ad fAuifas U 9 Aelgd g3 3R
1765 ¥ Eam UBR U 8 & d1G HU- & 3P Td RIS gXIad BT faaR gofl gan!
3R, 1947 Y St &1 sifa Iar Fuiia fvar wan § aaife ot af yRa fafewr siufafdie wmem
T g3 3R AR 3fifes soawiT I RIM TR W HRd B 718 3Nffe T Sienfie =Hfaat
BT URY g3l
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4. YRTAYR & ¥ 3T &1 Bfcg1Rie guyfa

HITTYR T IR JLNT Ydl HRA $I URURSD G Td ¥l HSHa®iT &1 Th Hgayul
& <81 B | 717 -1et & <féroft ae W fRud 81 qur &= sarories AnTt Q S8 819 & PR YRR |
Jafed W 3 B R, 851 3R G- SNIRI a% Uga- & gae U off | TR &1 =M
R f3fewr IR & a8 fawiid 78 g8, 9fcr S9! oIS gd-3iufafie wra sRITS, Sdre
DI AR AURS Fuah! & ff | Ry U & TR 1WA 39 &8F $1 e Ud Tiapfas Tgar
! faR W=y UeH famar, Sua! Uipfas aq®, S1ae SR ASig & HRUT HRTAGR deR-3eTRd
W T & fou uRis 83T (District Administration, Bhagalpur, n.d,; Ministry of Textiles,
Government of India, 2014) | YXMM ITNT Had FATS aPb A o1 T, Tfeh HIHA Idled, 1M
BT, YT IR HRA1, TR, AT, finishing, ARAes IR fauuE St eme Tifafafiar o9 gt
off ore o R srfoqawyt § Ucdel U9 Siucies ISR &1 Hgaqul SMUR &1 (Mishra, 1994) |
JAIdT Rcled] & URID TRIb] H YATAGR b IMH SURT DI HATGHdl BT A WgiRie ddl d
ST ST el § | Wi T gftiee] & Y&l & SMYR TR TIHT 1810 & SMHURY HITAR o
TRIT 3,275 Rl & BRI G BT Ieeka 19T 8, S $9 §1d BT Hohd & b ITs VI SrRfcawT
H Uit A X ot 39 THI I GId: HADBRUl-MUIRA 3R URAR-bgd U1 a1 gH1S B
DI el-aR-Uel gxaiafkd gim o7 IRaR & fafid Tewd o/l &1 dar, TS, 15 31R 3 Terdh
HIAf H TG 4d 3, ORI ST Had I HI 1Y 7 IGH URAR B SMoifdeh], TR UgaH
3R oI FRUfT § TS S SH1E o TT | U UHR I TN BT R Hed had daR awdl
& IdATe | 781, dfewh SN IS TS FHIoG Td e dae 7 off fAfga i

3BREH! VAl & A & G HRTAYR o XM I B 3% 3181 HUT b AoHIdd Td
3 faaR & Tau & gHgMT 31axa® §1 1764 b TR Ig 3R 1765 H SraHT IfHR U HrA
& 9l HUA HT fI8R T S7d B o a7 3ffes a1 IR YHIG §¢T 3R S BT Han 399
IqP UgE AR fgal # A 81 T B A -W B Wi 3R AR & 1Y-T1Y IATGH,
TRITHRUT, TUTaRTT 301 QT reeling dd-1e | HT g¥d8d fara iR fafer SOR &1 srawasdmdref &
WW@WW%W Piedmontese reeling technology @%ﬁqﬁtﬂnaﬁﬁﬁ
AN R BT YU foha1| TRUFRGRSY HITIQR BT VI IR JENT HUSD Q3 Td SRS
IR Aedd F ST 1T 3T ToIR o1 fIR 3R 78 AR & AR df a0 gU, Afes Iare
Td fquuH WR S8 e Wfaddl aut Tl 1 gHTa W} 9gT1 §dR) & e Rl @ daa
I% P 3R o7 W R 981 38, sfewr w3 Aa o1 SuARIA], B, SR B HiT 3R aie
i I ff gutfaa g9 ol It Frdtsdt  RId a=AF-31eiRd I & fadR A YR
BT I o A+ SifaRad ufaegl I &1, fdhq STTer & Y1 TN R IuAs e T§ SRl
8 T ST uRada darTa SR gui Siieifiies fa=1 & U & 781 3411 Ray (2005) & FIER S &
T I P 319 HiH 3R Ig-HR®Y YT, R TR, dh-1d! URdcH, IdTe- T,
AR 3R Yoft S BRI B Aot it 6T 39 2P T URTAQR & I TN &1 Suf-arie
sfasr “fafexr T ¥ ugd 995 9k 39® §1G guid: 8" B &1 IR URhdl & Solld HUING
IR, ad-1ia! aRadH, SR Ufaege, Sfifes gara SiR RIFT SFGe & sifed Ufshar & wu
THE ST i Ifd 81 URFYS I Wdrsd! H 98] Tem H Hul Bt IUffA, TR I Bt
fafra, aRaR-smenfa Sare SR et e Yud g g & s Yem Sav R srfagaw
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DI TEqul STURFIET o1, Jafeh SufafRie AT & fOvaR A 38 U IR 3awR! & qry-91Y I
e et & off s

5. fafewr siufafRre ifaar siz Y= e ayer

3BREd XA & T F TG 3% (ST HUHT & Aoifad TG & AR 3§77 3R R &t
IRURS 3Mie TR $I AUS SAUafRIeG ARS WRa-T § Sie faar| 1765 H Sram sfiadR
T FHRA & §1G HU- BI AoRd Td YRS Wad & Iia g3 3R IqPb ARG fedl &1 H fawr
BT I SO B U o axgeit # <nfiret ot, aaifes sTd 1 et Y3 fafesr wd i
ORI & o Aaqui o7 3R fore & eRe] IUTE WiHd B & HRUT F16<T 3Mgfd R HeRkar s+ g3
ot | O BT BXI&T Fad M B Wi R Fafa d& Wita 781 351, sfcs I, Hfef, pia,
T[OTGT 0T TUT STUR deb fa¥qd g3 ST H Piedmontese silk-reeling technology @1 AR &
& TIT 3T SXIAT &b HE@qUl ISTeR0T A | SHHT IERY Y| Pt UG 3R IATE &HdT b TN
TR B SARIGATS & ATET T U, BTeifh RIFY reelers 7 $S db-Ihb! R Bl ARIY
Y b, Fifeh I IeTe i 71T 3R AET R GHIAT Ufdgpet TuTa Bt 3imeieer ot | 399 Ty 8T 3
f sNufafies ao-ie! SXay Had AYFDHIHRU o Ufshar gt o1, afeh ITb Ty 3nffes fgzm
3R Iare Faidt w1 gafe Hft ST U1l Hoeit Bt Fedt YfAewT 7 RHE Iared! sk smial &
URURS Feitl Bl JuIfdd foar quT IRM IdTe Y AUSD &A1 Td SIaRPTI AURS Acdd
SIeT| URUMReR=Y S6TR &1 fadR g3, fdhq Hum, Tolel 3R Teawil & i 96+ 9 IUTEH 3R
3ifc IR & o ot g3t off 9t UTTAR & R §A1E eI IRAR-3eIRd Td 99-U
JcTe Yol IR Semid o, Safere Sfid o ardd g1 &1 Fad A1, fauue iR goa-FeRor &
mmﬁqﬁwﬁﬁmmmlsﬂ@ﬁﬁwﬁmﬁﬁmmwsﬁ?ﬁwé
et afcss = ATd B! HIFd, TIR I DI A, Wﬂ]ﬁmﬁﬂfﬁﬁﬂw 3R IS TR uRfufeat
J ot yyfad 819 @it 39 UBR SiufaRie e a3 §AHR! & uE doR! J Sied &
1Y D1 M1 Tt Wt gara STa

JArat Trdredt # fafewr snffes ifd & mercantilism ¥ laissez-faire @1 3R TR, qﬁtﬁnaﬁﬁ
T 3R dfYe W TOR # et Ufaeayl 5 S7d & =W SN & A T3 gHNaal S99 &1 |
Hutkova (2019) & 3SR, §TTd & Hod X-MH DI fole & $d Do W 1T H TRERT 1790 &
G Y 1810 P G P AT 40 IR H TTHR 1860 P &R H TRTH 13 UiRId 3§ 7T, SN
STRIIP IR H 39P! Faerd! Uaeqeidrs fUfd 1 Iobd g1 grerifes, 39 URad &I URTaTQR &
I & qut 3fdfes fammer & =0 o a1 3ferd 78t 81 Ray (2005) 3 STTE & XMW AT H i
3{ITI B! URURS HRAT BT TTHeddb Hd g¢ WY fohar {6 I &1 ukad- »iis T4 98-
FHRB T, ForH TR B AR, qh-1h! URGAH, IATE TS, ISR 3R Yofl T oI HRBI
& Hg@qu! Yt At | TR ISR UITAR & g # sfufafies ifadl & uuya & dad fafewr a=i-
A ot ot ufaegel de Hifird =181 foan S g, deb-iip! UREdH, ITE ANTd, ST SO,
Uoll Bt ST 3R RIF T $1 ufafehar ot Agaqul | Seadt gkl & o gam<t 3
URURS qh-11d, FSOE 3R DHINA B! §T G U T SUBHRUN 94T T [afdy BT SO HI
T fohaT| SO udl adan | fb 3 siufafie it & ffssg urdeal 98, afes uikfufadt &
3%y Uiy o arat wfehd onfifes wig &1 3nfdfe qaral &1 gyt UIikates od, Afgarsit & i
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3R Ui U= fAReRar &R+ g, Fiifes o # SfRRAT = uRaR! &1 b i ASRI $t 3R
3@ & forg IR fapam | bR +fY, Suersy UfeTRie Iifiee & SMyR R i Iuged Fepy g §
fafewr siufafie ifaal 7 YRR & YW IUNT & JHE HRA & T SUD! IRURS IdTe,
IOR 3R MG W1 &1 GHifSd BTl o 39 UHE Bl Sl Td ddb-id eyl o
URacH, TR U4 SR IRAHT H GG auT §7R URARI &1 T Td amToies Rufd & ufkad—
S oI TRER Taferd TR IR T St 3ferd § (Hutkova, 20191

6. §THR TGN R IO Ta M1 quma

fafewr sfiufafRes ifaal o1 THE URTAQR & 3= TR THEH IR $Had Idie 3R MR
d% Hiftd a1 XaT, dfeth ST I URARI B! 3114, JSHIR, YH-[aUTSH, URINT Ugd= auT JrTfoid
fRufa @Y ot wufaa fram | ymRTaqR o ¥=W §A18 U yH-Ue 3R uRar-snemia snfdfe mfafafy of,
o 4t ot O, g1, TS, a¥a AT 3R finishing S faft ufssarett & ukaR & sMe Jew
qRTEH <d A1 YD g T Ut URTAQR o I/ IENT Dl yarn production, fabric weaving dUT
fabric finishing ST TRER Ha TAfafeEl aram SET ST T § (Mishra, 1994) | 3afaRi®
AR HART & IR & 1Y IH IAG AP &HA1T T SHRRAPIT IRT F 31, forad) A
3R TR & Y AR ol I g, fohd TOIR fawaR BT A FIR] I THH U J T g1 gall
3T AT, Hed R B U, UF B HIAd, TIR Il Bt {947 ATIRT TH TR} Bl
Yf¥epT A 9! arRdfad g SR e Tara<ar & yuifad fosar Sfd goht ara g9t & g
AR 3R ALY = W JUT ORI Ugd & He@qul H1eqd & 78, oy Idmes 3R sifan
IWR & st e gt 91 e Iare uRaR-Hfed o1, 3T §aR BT 3ma # uRad &1 uHa
TR URAR DT SeNaHT R TSl 4Tl Afgarsdl &7 97 1l S9 IaRI1 &7 Hedqul TR T, IRURS
thigh reeling ST TIfAfAfT # I HFERY YW IdTeH B aRdfdd QTS - TS TRaT B
WP I § (Chandra Silk, n.d.) | 39 UHR Afgasit &1 TG Had gvq Tgridl ddb SIHd el o,
Sfew 98 IdTe Ulehdr &1 S i un1 onfdfe sifRRar &t fRufa & ufvart & &Y, Aeigs), 8¢
AR 3YaT 3 HeR A o dbicd® E-Aidl R R 8H1 U Tohar o1l gTaifas,
3MIfTafRe H1a & e =01 H 91t §dR1 &1 o § THH fiRTae g3 o, T fsws e Sfud
&t 81T, FfPb Ray (2005) F SIHR S & XM I H URTd il 3R Tg-FRBIT o qUl
SISIR, A1, TS, ISR SR Yoht oI HR! A 3ua! GxM Fuiia ot 33 yeR shufalkie
3 aRad ™ = URuR® U=mTd Ta-T & it wifad fam | 3m 918 7 SIrd URaR 3R Tqe™
& HiR Gl-ax-TeT gxaiaid gidT o7 a1 98 3Mfe fafafy & Y qrfoies Ud igpided dgam
BTt YR YT SR Bt AT iR omy & uRad= 3 39 U=mTa fFRear & e =78 gfaar
ITF P 3R 78 Uil & oY dbicss ISR B GHIEATE Sei | 3 Hafkar &t fufa # T@dd SRR
ﬁ'ﬁ[&lﬁ@ﬁl’lﬁmmaster—weaver%ﬁ*l'qmcbiqHﬁdﬂldd?ﬁqﬁa'ﬁﬂﬁmzﬁ,mm
1 3R IS & Yed TR G101 guIiad giar Tl

3P STAG[G, HITAR & FAHRI B! dad SNuH-aRIew Hfad &1 Ffepg RIeR A1 Ifad 78t grml
R HRITRI & U1 Y- Pt UG, YT 61 drY, TS, TTs, fSoe auT o9 & Tera- 9 gefda
WETd ddb-ie! I T, forem 3% Saat e aikfRufadl & srjdma & Serad UaH &1 | §d |
X ST Hu gRI European reeling technology P UM F TIN 3T 919 Pl A | b
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fIafTafie w1a & XM ST ddb-1e! URaa iR R ufdfshar & dtg FRaR sid:forar § ToR
T&T 4T (Hutkova, 2019) | YRTAQR & FAHR! 3 +ff URUR® qah-ah! 3R ¢ ISR & s TGRS
T R HR 1 T ot R | e qardl & sta IRaR- 1R 91 &1 fawdR, Ided &
IRAR & 3% Gewdl & UigRY U1 IR &t T & SR fSSEH, Torer iR aval § uiad-
SRt TfehaTd HUTfad Srde ROl & ¥0 B @ off Fabdl & | M gATS $Had STolR-SHTRd
Tfafafy 78t AR, sfcwr wria Ter & Sigias gei of off; difeal § eifSia de-iie! I, fSomea
et T 3R IATET 3FIHT ¥ TAH DI T URINT UgdH S8 7@ H grrar &t adar &
lnTragzés handloom clusters & TRUR® pit looms, frame looms 3R fIft UbR & silk fabrics B
gTs B FARARAT 39 SHPICId HRIR WRWRT HI A T T8AF | fIgR ISR & handloom
documentationﬁW% Champanagar cluster & TTHIT 500 FHxl al faf¥a UHR & silk fabrics
P T BT IR ferdT &, S &1 Bl deb-iept Td URNTd AR &1 Habd T  (Government of
Bihar, n.d.)| IS wR Rt e aRad= &1 uyra OxmTa ufasT, aiaie s@-faus &R
GRS UgaH R Ul fdbg 38 It BRI o ot T 9rH1fores ua o U 8 ¢@-1 3fad =181
8, T URARI BT Yofl, IR d% Ugd, IdIe &HT 3R ARG Faie & gt fiedr gt i
3fct: YITAQR & G- THe &I U BT i gama SR Witha srgmad el & dayf & wugH
3D g |

Y ¥U ¥, YNAR & W T 996 R fofewr siufafes Hifodt &1 uva s
SgemarH arTrs-enfde ufear o1, o onffes griRa, SoR-fRar, amfore afvads,
JH-Ib! IR 3R UM FARRAT Th-gak ¥ IS §U 31 3ifd TR W ok deelt &1 o,
TR} BT dgdl YHHT, I aNTd, el HId &1 STl auT T e gfeeasf 3 gt
®I 3 Tl & guifad foar, STafe THIoe wWR W) IRURS ORI Uga, UTRaiRe 94,
Tfganaft & YT 3R T3 Wil & ISR faded! # alkad &t Rufaal Sad gg | R off, 7 gt
Pl hdd “Ua" & ¥U H o1 Ufdgiie U 1 Ifid 76! 81 Ray (2005) 7 ST & I-H IR H
NS aTa- Bl Hitw 3R Tg-HFRBIT UfhT & U H THITT §, Tafdb Hutkova (2019) T
L HUH & dh1! SXIAT, TNR fIR 3R R IdTes! o1 ufaferar & offg Sfed deiy &
A 1T 8 | SRIT HRTTQR & Y= I H gU uRad &1 had fafewr gt ar geiq-ffifa ot
o1 uferegef & Y T S ehdT; 395 1 WG ITEH &, h-1d! DI, Ui, SR &I AFT
3R B Pt 3HAT &Hd & Ht &g & T Haxg® gl oY U ¥ R W Bt [y,
IRURS TS -DIRI SR URAR-SMUTRT I R = Fe Bi FRazal § Hgayul arTeH fear|
T YHR HITAR & IR G &1 Nufafie sfaer snfie qara, qrfre uikad-, srma
3R FRaRar @1 3foer €, o shufafies soae 3 uRuRke IdTe Ud e WRaAT &
gTifed sawyg fora, fhg RIF DIRE SR TGRS IdTE URURT = - 18 & Yuid: THE
51 g e

7. 3G e, fFavar wd ==t

YNTAQR & R I HT A9 3fagm Faa e ud- a1 sieifie sfaa- & TheE
HEHT 61 6, dfcd qad, TR, SHad R Ao &t sifea ufshar g1 fafewr samaies i,
e SR -TaRT, R SNl ufaeaf quT da-ie! gRacd 3 TRURS SRH IdTE TR Ga1d
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STa, fahg RIFIT §HR1 A 307 URURS BHIRE, IATE 3IHT 3R Faad! SoR Aaawarstt &
YR TR 3T SMSNfAHT B Y T8 HT T fhan| Sfufafie e & IR RO § 5%
33T SO T P WM IJAE B 3T ARG Bl P 3IFT TR A & oy T,
e, Tora FRET SR IdTe adie § gxaay foear| it M- aeie, iy wu
Piedmontese reeling technology,ﬁWﬁ%W%W@%Wal gIdifch 39 At
OREcH! BT IR I BT I[UMET AR IATE &FAT ST AT, RIF IdTGD! BT Ufdifshar Tt
e afvfRufaal siR Sae Taidh iRl & nuifad g1 <t ufshan & UNTAQR &1 =MW 3T TS
&A1 Td SIRRPI IRT ¥ F81, ford 9T I9iR $a¥R @ 30 g, AichT AR 3R RS
TRy13ft ot Fgedl YADBT 3 FAHRI B1 3 Taradar & o wuifad foran| gufere shufafRies gwaa
DI HIA ABID! SMYADIHRO & =Y T g1, Ffeh IdTEH, TR 3R e wfdq-Taeh & i
& U T A S I g

HNTAR & YW IR & FRadT H R 631 B S T 3R Idre ot fafkmyar
HAEAYU T | IRUNSE DRI & URT I b} I[UIGT, Y B qaTs], TS, TS 3R fog F gefid
UiehTd 39 4T, oM daadt aRRUfTl # 3% IdTe SR I@H DI &HdT UaH i | TR =W B
fafd1y sH1ge, Urefas Tu® SR URUR® AT it A UITAQR & I g%l &I gy TiF-fAftfa
| ST SR UgaH & | Sadl RdTsd! & URMNS et & ot fienfiies waern o yrraqR &5 &
T 1,500-2,000 §HR GRART 9uT fafta UeR & I adl & IdTed &1 Iwrd fHedr §
(Government of India, n.d.)| 399 WY BIdT & % IUNT & Tpa 3R YTife & dracig 1M g5
T oRE G el g1 BTeiife IENT BT 3T §epRl bl 31 g BT THIU S §; B T
Wad IR fE qamal & vl $ifie Ydga=ia T8 8171 3 ISR uikaiiRe o, Afgansii &t
HITGRY, dohfedd AR B TR 3R TOIR &I T & SR a8l § URad- ol Uishard gax
TG & TS SIHad &I [exdl Xa! 81T | 3 THR RIFT SRS 3R UIRATRS ITG W1
3 SfufaRRie onfife qaral & ofa I & FRavdl § Agayul Yffet FuE |

3frafraflres ifd & I & gu Tt uRkadHl &1 THHE SR AFAT 3fId 81 N, dabmiiat
IR, TP IR, Yo, IdTa TR, T3, JASHTR 3R VI 631 1 Ufcifehar H Agerguf
PHRG V| TART UFTAR & I AN BT "GRG 0T & HROT T g3 ST HTl
AfIH Welipd s g 3iferer Iugad saredt U8 § & SiufaRie e 3 uRulke Idre
Td SR WA &1 G foman, o ! &1 3fies Taramddr $iR ORI W1 WR 419 Uel,
AT RIFT PR, TR I B AR, TRATRS 9 3R TOIR-3H e - S B! siifdd a8
T |

8. farsep

TR ST Y WY BT § [ IR & I9W FaR THer &1 ufalie sfaem dad sen &
U &1 3f0eT -Ta), dfedh e Greiar, JmTfore ulad, gard, SEad SR FARaxdr &1 ufsar
7| ffeer 2 B qd  faermm Y=m §1E WRIRT 61 1765 & 916 33¢ 1STT HU & TS §%a,
Jaiiap! T SR favaTid SR SaaRT A YuIfad fam (Hutkova, 2019) | SdTEH AT, Hed AT
D IJUAId], Hea-FuURoT, AegRil quT R AME-FH awdl 3t ufcaul 3 51 @1 e
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WAl &1 gUIfad foan wry g1, gRaR-3menikd Idre awiT & HRUT 34 GRAdA &1 JuTE
UIRaTR® 311, yA-fayTem, Afganst & YHwT ik IRuRS U= UgaH R ot UeT| grefifes, Ray
(2005) & TR SHITE o XH I DT a9 T hitd Ud Ig-HRP1Y Uichan At SHRIT UNTaIgR
¥ IR A gU uRad-i & FHad Aufafe v & gikomy & w0 o a1 yafe T8t g | 39d
Jac[g HITAQR T Y- I Sfufalkies wra § gofa: war 6t gan, sfew aeaddt uRkfufadt &
3T Yifed 3R SHAd g3l RIMHT TS 4 URURS HIRra, Tikaie yH, fafkiy feemeA
3R TR Y- 1 FI=SaT & ATead F U JTe TRURT & §18 3T | Suas UfaetiRies ud sfienfiie
fIaRoll & YR 1S &t FARART 9 91d &1 Wohd et § o I A Wpad SR YRR &l QT
fopa, 7 T quf famm=r w11 8ra: UITAR & XM IR &1 SAUfaRies ae &) “gdd — TARReH —
AHT — FRARAr 31 ufhar & w0 § qrgFn 3ifiie Iuged 81 RIMY SId, JRepfae ugaH
3R FAHR T B! T AR = I TRURT B §1¢ @1 3R TgT FRART TS B URTAYR
Y UgdH &1 Hg@quf UfdgiRie SMuRYH 3|

e

¢ Buchanan-Hamilton, F. (1833). An account of the districts of Bhagalpur and Shahabad.
[Colonial survey material].

¢ Buchanan-Hamilton, F. (1833). An account of the districts of Bhagalpur, Gorakhpur, and
Benares.
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SR
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(2014) — HTTAGR o M IYT § Hafdd TRBRT Gy |

References

o Buchanan-Hamilton, F. (1833). An Account of the Districts of Bhagalpur and Shahabad. [Colonial survey
material].

o Buchanan-Hamilton, F. (1833). An Account of the Districts of Bhagalpur, Gorakhpur, and Benares.

o Chandra Silk. (n.d.). The Loom: Traditional Handloom Weaving Practices of Bhagalpur.

o District Administration, Bhagalpur. (n.d.). One District One Product: Bhagalpur Silk. Government of Bihar.

o Gahlot, M., Sinha, R., & Tuteja, S. (2006). Silk Weaving Units of Bhagalpur: A Study.

o Government of India. (n.d.). Report on an Inquiry into the Silk Industry in India.

o Hutkova, K. (2019a). Empire, the English East India Company, and Bengal raw silk. In The English East India
Company's Silk Enterprise in Bengal, 1750-1850: Economy, Empire and Business (pp. 41-66). Boydell &

Brewer.

o Hutkova, K. (2019b). The English East India Company's Silk Enterprise in Bengal, 1750—1850: Economy,
Empire and Business. Boydell & Brewer.

o Hutkova, K. (2019c). The Bengal silk industry and the English East India Company. In The English East India
Company's Silk Enterprise in Bengal, 1750—1850: Economy, Empire and Business (pp. 91-118). Boydell &
Brewer.

o Hutkova, K. (2019d). The Bengal silk industry and British laissez-faire policies. In The English East India
Company's Silk Enterprise in Bengal, 1750-1850: Economy, Empire and Business (pp. 145-172). Boydell &

Brewer.

o Ministry of Textiles, Government of India. (2014, July 25). Rejuvenation of Silk Industry of Bhagalpur. Press
Information Bureau.

o Mishra, S. N. (1994). Silk Industry of Bhagalpur. [Publication details to be verified from the original source].

o Ray, L. (2005). The silk industry in Bengal during colonial rule: The ‘de-industrialisation’ thesis revisited. Indian
Economic & Social History Review, 42(3), 339-375.

o Directorate of Handloom & Sericulture, Government of Bihar. (n.d.). Information on Handloom and Silk
Industry in Bihar.

38

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES


http://www.ijrssh.com/
http://www.ijrssh.com/

International Journal of Research in Social Sciences and Humanities http://www.ijrssh.com

(IJRSSH) 2026, Vol. No. 16, Issue No. IV, Oct-Dec e-ISSN: 2249-4642 p-ISSN: 2454-4671

o Central Silk Board. (n.d.). Bhagalpur, Bihar: Silk Production, Sericulture, and Technical Information.
o District Administration, Bhagalpur. (n.d.). Economy: Bhagalpur's Economy, Tussar Silk, and Bhagalpuri Sarees.

o Government of India, Rajya Sabha. (2023). Funds for Sericulture in Bihar: Official Parliamentary Reply on
Sericulture Assistance to Silk Producers in Bihar, Including Bhagalpur, Banka, and Muzaffarpur.

o Government of Bihar. (2025). Bihar Economic Survey 2024-25.

o Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME), Government of India. (n.d.). Brief Industrial Profile
of Bhagalpur District.

o  Ministry of Textiles, Government of India. (2014). Rejuvenation of Silk Industry of Bhagalpur. Government of
India.

39

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH IN SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES


http://www.ijrssh.com/
http://www.ijrssh.com/

	भागलपुर के रेशम बुनकर समुदाय पर ब्रिटिश औपनिवेशिक नीतियों का सामाजिक एवं आर्थिक प्रभाव
	*Ankit Kumar, **Prof. (Dr.) Girish Chandra Pandey *Research Scholar, Department of History **Professor, Postgraduate Department of History Munger University, Munger (Bihar)
	The present research paper aims to undertake a historical analysis of the social and economic transformations that took place in the silk industry of Bhagalpur and its associated weaving community during the colonial period. The silk-weaving tradition...
	The study is primarily based on a historical-analytical methodology and draws upon colonial administrative records, district gazetteers, industrial surveys, census documents, and secondary academic literature. The study reveals that the colonial comme...
	However, the study also demonstrates that the silk industry of Bhagalpur did not disappear entirely during the colonial period. Local weavers sustained the industry through traditional skills, distinctive tussar silk, family labour, and technological ...
	Keywords: Bhagalpur Silk Industry; Silk Weaver Community; British Colonial Policies; Tussar Silk; Colonial Economy; Handloom Industry; Weaver Community; Industrial Decline; Craftsmanship.
	सारांश (Abstract)

	2. प्रस्तावना
	3.1 अध्ययन के उद्देश्य
	3.2 शोध-पद्धति
	4. भागलपुर के रेशम उद्योग की ऐतिहासिक पृष्ठभूमि

	5. ब्रिटिश औपनिवेशिक नीतियाँ और रेशम बुनकर समुदाय
	6. बुनकर समुदाय पर सामाजिक एवं आर्थिक प्रभाव
	7. अनुकूलन, निरंतरता एवं चर्चा

	8. निष्कर्ष

